Students local scholarships were too small to allow of the students and keeping themselves decently—the women especially. There
scholar- was, moreover, a system of loans from local authorities under ships which the students, bound to repay the sums advanced, were practically forced to accept teaching posts immediately on leaving the College. Now, I held the view that only those should envisage teaching as a profession who, besides being good craftsmen, had abundant personal vitality. 1 know too well the effects of poor teaching on students from some of the provincial schools. Again, scholarships were frequently given to young people with little indication of initiative and withheld from others who showed it. This was rarely the case in the awards made by the London County Council. But on one occasion two young men who sought an interview with me showed me drawings of remarkable promise; both had failed to gain scholarships. Without these they could not afford to continue their studies. 1 went to the County Hall to protest against the adjudicators' decision, which, the Chief Inspector being of my opinion, was reversed. One of the youths was Barnett Frecdman, now a notable painter, designer and book illustrator who, among other things, was responsible for the Jubilee stamp, besides doing much work for the Post Office. The other student, Albert Houthuesen, has recently had a painting acquired under the terms of the Chantrey Bequest and a further work chosen by the Tate Gallery. But I must not be too critical of the scholarship system, which has allowed many of our ablest artists and craftsmen the chance to develop their gifts. At least I was gradually changing the College from being in large part a training school for teachers to an active school for practical designers and artists. The professional art-masters remained suspicious and sullenly hostile, and did all they could to counter this tendency by overt and secret attack. Fortunately, for most of the changes I proposed, 1 had the full support of the Board of Education, with the confidence of each succeeding President. A different class of student was now attracted to the Royal College. Whereas, 24

